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INTRODUCTION





• ”normalized pathologies” 
• ”what else could be” 
• empathetic-ecological humanity 
• socially and ecologically sustainable future



BACKGROUND



ECOJUSTICE EDUCATION

1. challenging modern assumptions

2. revitalizing the commons

3. engaging imagination

(Martusewicz, Edmundson, & Lupinacci, 2015)



ECOFEMINISM

• culture — nature dualism

• patriarchy

• men, rationality — women, emotionality

(Foster 2017, forthcoming 2018; Male & Shiva 2014, Plumwood 1993, 2002)



ECOPHENOMENOLOGY

• environmental ethics

• experience 

• asubjective

(Abram 1988, 1996, 2010; Brown & Toadvine 2002; Foster 2016, forthcoming 2018; Merleau-
Ponty 2008/1945, 1968, 2003; Vadén & Torvinen 2015; Värri 2014.)



EMPATHETIC-ECOLOGICAL 
HUMANITY?

• lived body (Merleau-Ponty 1945/2008)

• more-than-human world (Abram 1996)

• recognition (Ricoeur 2005, Foster 2012)

• social sculpture (Beuys 1973, 1979)

• empathy (Aalto & Keto 2017)



METHODS



ARTS-BASED 
RESEARCH

multidisciplinary 
multi-sensory













RESULTS



WHAT ELSE COULD BE?

• multi-sensory experience (Foster 2016)

• balance (chaos — order)(Mäkelä forthcoming 2018)

• recognition of diversity (Foster 2017, forthcoming 2018)



IN-BETWEEN

• theory—practice (Mäkelä forthcoming 2018)

• mind—body, self—other, human—other than 
human

• masculine—feminine (Foster forthcoming 2018)

• abled—disabled (Foster 2017)



Empathetic-ecological humanity means 
humans as responsible and reflective bodily 
beings, who understand their interdependence 
among others, other animals and eco-systems 
and who recognize the diversity of all life-forms. 



IMPLICATIONS



• The current education policy that is only 
devoted to technology and natural sciences 
can lead to severe social and ecological 
problems. 

• Despite all the information we have, we do not 
seem to change our destructive behavior. 



• ”Useless” and ”irrational” artistic practice can 
help us to recognize the intrinsic value of things.

• Our responsibility is to find a balance between 
emotion and reason, action and reflection.

• The will to respect and protect the other 
comes from the experience of authentic 
connection — not from knowing the ”facts” of 
it/him/her.



CONCLUSION


